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On 09 May, 2007 we saw a lot of 
smiling faces at La Giralda. The children, 
the teachers, and the community were all 
thankful for De La Selva’s recent donation 
of 2 new classrooms!

The newest classrooms will be used by 
28 preschoolers and 40 first graders.  The 
makeshift rooms seen in the photos will be 
used for visits and teacher space.

As of today, La Giralda’s school’s 
population has reached 230 children, 
attending classes from preschool through 
sixth grade. The original count was 121 
students when De La Selva built La Giralda’s 
school with your support nearly two years 
ago. 

The total population of La Giralda is 
unknown and consists of approximately 500 
families. So you can see that the new school 
will be needing more space in the future!

La Giralda’s new school director, Mrs. 
Olga Ismelda Cumes Ramón, expects at least 
40 new students next year. She says that 
because the school now offers higher grades, 
older children who had previously attended 
an over-populated school farther away from 
the community are now returning to La 
Giralda.

Mrs. Cumez Ramón has now been with 
the school for 3 years and has been teaching 
for 4 years total. She is 22 years old and has 
brought a great new energy and organization 
to La Giralda! You will see some of her bi-
lingual projects in the photo gallery 
(calendars and weather vocabulary in both 
Spanish and Kakquikel – the community’s 
Mayan heritage language). 

She is also constantly working with 
with the children to learn cleanliness, 

hygiene, and recycling. All three projects 
are focused on the basics, because the La 
Giralda community is made up of lamina 
and wood houses, dirt floors, and has a lack 
of garbage cans.

There are great things happening at La 
Giralda! Recently the students participated 
in a county-wide competition, performing 
group dances, group stomps, and small-scale 
architecture projects. Three children from 
La Giralda won special prizes: toaster ovens, 
diplomas, and school materials like pencils, 
notebooks, rulers, etc.

We are very proud of our work with La 
Giralda and enjoy visiting this community. 
We would like to continue further 
development in this place where the children 
are bright, growing, and full of energy! 

At the moment, the students are lacking 
approximately 100 desks. And in the future 
this school will need more rooms! Are you 
interested in helping? We would like to 
continue to support this community, and if 
you would like to help us do so, please write 
to us at socialproject@delaselva.com.

thingsGreat
at La Giralda!

Ready for the celebrations!
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Members of De La Selva pledge their 
alegiance to the flag of Guatemala

Olga Ramón, schoodirector, 
Crystal Shafiabady, DLS, 

and Virginia Hurtado, PAVA, 
celebrate the placement 

of the first block

A group of girls play on the stage 
after the skits.

Two 4th graders pose happily in front 
of their school.


