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On 15 January 2008, the first day of 
classes in the new school year, we 
delivered 150 student desks to the 
children of La Giralda. Now they no 
longer have to sit on cinder blocks and 
share wooden planks!

The entire community and school lent 
a hand to the team of De La Selva in the 
great act of unloading the desks from 
the delivery truck to their awaiting 
classrooms.

These desks were donated by the owners 
of De La Selva (Jostein Haugum and 
Gunhild Michelsen) and the workers of 
Gringo Bar (a bar located at the Roskilde 
Festival which is a large annual event 
that takes place in Denmark). Many thanks to all who donated their well-earned tips to help 
out the kids of La Giralda!

With this last donation, we said our thank you's to the teachers and school principal, gave 
our last hugs to the children, and wished them well in all of their future endeavors. 

We are now on to see what other communities we can help, together with your support!

La Giralda gets real disks for its wonderful students!

A-traditional-dance-to-thank-the-donors.

Everyone-helped.

The-first-test-of-their-new-desks!

By: Crystal M Shafiabady
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A 
True need

On 24 January 2008, I visited a small community by the name of Pacayal (you say that like: Pah-
kie-yahl) together with my good friends from PAVA, an NGO who has been our partner in creating 
schools throughout the last 3 years.

The beauty of the countryside, the fresh air, and simplicity of the people living in this area took 
my breath away, even after living in Guatemala for 4 years! We arrived to Pacayal by way of, first, 
a cemented well-traveled highway, 
then, by way of a wide, curvy dirt road, 
and, finally, by way of a rocky-dirt 
road that heaved us up/down and side-
to-side in the four-wheel drive pickup! 

And it was well worth the 25 kilometer, 
2.5 hour ride, to be able to meet the 
simple, pleasant people of the 
community, Pacayal, which is located 
at approximately 1700 meters altitude.

The community consists of 26 families 
which have approximately 6 children 
and 2 adults per family, all of which 
are farmers who work their own land 
in Pacayal. The children of the 
community often go days without 
seeing someone from outside the 
village. 

In 15 January 2007, the community 
opened its first school, which is made of a tin roof and 4 tree trunks to sustain it. What do they 
do when it rains? I visited Pacayal during the dry season, and the children had their homework and 
drawings hung up on small wires between 3 different tree trunks which are the main supports for 
the school's roof.

There are 32 students in grades 1 through 5 at Pacayal with one teacher who also functions as the 
school principal, Satunil Macario who is 23 years old. Satunil is from a nearby community and seems 
to have much positive energy that he is chanelling into the his teachings. Besides the 32 currently 
in class, there are approximately 120  more children in the community who are not being schooled.

I was truly impressed by the community at Pacayal - they have a positive outlook on their current 
situation and are hoping to receive help soon. They already have their terrain ready to receive the 
new school structure that only needs funding! And they've promised to learn and construct the 
schools themselves with the guidance of the Director of Engineering at PAVA.

If you would like to help, please contact us at socialproject@delaselva.com ! We would love to 
hear from you.

The students.

By: Crystal M Shafiabady
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FACT SHEET
PLACE: 	 PACAYAL, aprox. 25 km from Tecpán, the closest city. Traveling on dirt road 

aprox. 20 km.
NECESSITY: 	 A 5-room school (4 classrooms and one small kitchen/warehouse area), school 

materials. 

•	 No. of Children currently attending classes: 32
•	 No. of grades being taught: first through fifth
•	 Languages taught at Pacayal: Kakchiquel and Spanish.
•	 Languages spoken in Pacayal: Kakchiquel, K'iché, Spanish
•	 No. of families in the community: 26 families, each consisting of aprox. 6 children and 2 

adults.
•	 Approximately 120 children are currently unable to attend class.
•	 One hundred percent of this community works in agriculture and cultivates tomatoes, broccoli, 

peas, and green beans, to name a few.
•	 The name of the area come from the plant of the vegetable called pacaya. The area was 

originally donated by the owner of the land who owned much farm area in Guatemala.
•	 The terrain is approximately 1700 meters above sea level. 
•	 The entrance to the community starts from one of the country's main highways which is at 

2000 meters high, and from there the road is dirt and rock, located approximately 25 kms 
off the highway.

•	 The nearest developed town is Tecpán, the capital of the province of Chimaltenango.
•	 Closest nearby community: Palima. **One reaches Palima walking in about 45 minutes for 

adults, aprox 75 minutes for children. 
•	 PALIMA: has one 3 room school and over capacity with 100 students already attending. 3 

teachers.
•	 The community of Pacayal helped to construct the nearby school in Palima approximately 

10 years ago. Their children cannot enjoy the school due to several difficulties: the distance, 
the capacity limit of the school, and violence that occurs in the walk from Pacayal to Palima.

•	 In these communities, there are very few outside visitors! The children were a bit scared the 
day we arrived to analyze their necessity for a new school.

•	 Director of the current school in Pacayal: Satunil Macario. 23 yrs old. Teaching for 3 years 
previous to this, his first year with Pacayal. He is from a nearby community which is 
approximately 7 km away, and he rides his bike to work every day.

•	 Terrain available and ready to receive the new school is 12.5 m2.

RULES TO RECEIVE THE DONATION:
Each family must participate in the construction of the building, below 
the direction of the Engineers who work with PAVA, our partner 
organization.

Each family must plant approximately 10 trees in their community with 
PAVA's help.

The terrain must be given by the community and/or municipality in order 
to accept the community as an option for construction.
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GENERAL BUDGET 

CONSTRUCTING A SCHOOL PROJECT
3 CLASSROOMS -- with kitchen and washbasin 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM, 2008										

No.	 MATERIALS	 QUANTITY	  	 UNIT PRICE	 TOTAL
1	 Concret Block of 15X20X40	 2400	 unid.	 2.80	 Q6,720.00
2	 Cement 	 200	 qq	 50.00	 Q10,000.00
3	 Iron of 3/8	 26	 qq	 288.00	 Q7,488.00
4	 Iron of ¼	 7	  qq	 241.00	 Q1,687.00
5	 Wire	 1	 qq 	 380.00	 Q380.00
6	 Metal sheets of 12 foot	 64	  unid.	 128.40	 Q8,217.60
7	 Metal sheets of 10 foot	 44	  unid.	 107.00	 Q4,708.00
8	 Metal sheets of 9 foot	 44	  unid. 	 96.30	 Q4,237.20
9	 Metal sheets of 6 foot	 7	 unid	 64.20	 Q449.40
10	 Capotes de 8'	 12	 unid.	 23.00	 Q276.00
11	 Canales de 8´	 25	  unid.	 35.00	 Q875.00
13	 Moisturized lime	 110	 qq	 21.75	 Q2,392.50
14	 Red and Yellow floor 	

squares of 25X25	 195	 Mts.3 	 35.00	 Q6,825.00
15	 Bathroom fittings	 4	  unid.	 150.00	 Q600.00
16	 Drainpipe of 2 foot	 7	 unid. 	 40.00	 Q280.00
17	 PVC Tubes of ½ inches	 3	  unid.	 20.00	 Q60.00
19	 Iron tube of 2 inches 	

for the flagpole	 1	  	 300.00	 Q300.00
20	 Nail for metal sheets	 30	 pounds	 6.00	 Q180.00
21	 Nails of 2 ½ inches	 20	 pounds	 4.50	 Q90.00
22	 Nails of 4 inches	 30	 pounds	 4.50	 Q135.00
23	 Penta o Comejenol	 12	  gal.	 38.00	 Q456.00
25	 Doors, windows, glasses, 	

cilicone and installation	 1	  	 19,000.00	 Q19,000.00
29	 Bathroom accessories	 1	  	 1,000.00	 Q1,000.00
29	 Stove of 5x3x5	 1	  	 20,000.00	 Q20,000.00
30	 Washbowl with 8 taps	 1	  	 5,500.00	 Q5,500.00

 				 SUB-TOTAL	 Q101,856.70
 				 Imprevisto 10%	 Q10,185.67
 TOTAL	 Q112,042.37  	

$ 14,550.96
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PROGRAMA DE AYUDA A LOS VECINOS DEL ALTIPLANO 
(Help Program for the residents of the Altiplane area)
                                P.A.V.A.									

GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTION				
SCHOOL PROJECT with kitchen, bathrooms, and washbasins												

No.	 MATERIALS	 QUANTITY	  	 PRICE	 TOTAL
1	 Stone	 70	 mts3	 185.00	 Q12,950.00
2	 River sand	 50	 mts 3	 90.00	 Q4,500.00
3	 White sand	 10	 mts3	 75.00	 Q750.00
4	 Yellow sand	 20	 mts3	 70.00	 Q1,400.00
5	 Skilled labor	  	  	  	 Q35,000.00
6	 Water paint	 15	 gal 	 36.00	 Q540.00
7	 Oil paint	 1	  gal	 60.00	 Q60.00
8	 Transportation	 12	  	 1000.00	 Q12,000.00
9	 Electrical appliances, 
furniture for the children (desks)	 1	  	  	 Q7,800.00
 		 TOTAL OF GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTION	 Q75,000.00					

 $          9,740.26 	
**includes 25m3 of stone for septic tank				
**includes 5m3 of river sand for septic tank																							

CONTRIBUTIONS SUMMARY			
CONSTRUCTION OF A SCHOOL (OF 3 CLASSROOMS)						

1.	  P.A.V.A. INSTITUTION	 Q112,042.37		  $       14,550.96 						

2.	 LOCAL GOVERNMENT	 Q75,000.00		  $         9,740.26 	
               (plus additionals)									

3.	 RECIPIENT COMMUNITY	 Q50,000.00		  $         6,493.51 						

4.	 TOTAL COST OF THE PROJECT	 Q237,042.37		  $       30,784.72 																

COMUNITY CONTRIBUTION	 <==NON-CHANGED SINCE 2005
THE SCHOOL PROJECT															

No.	 MATERIALS	 QUANTITY	 TOTAL	
1	 Pieces of wood of 3'x5'x20'	 12	 5,000.00	
2	 Pieces of wood of 3'x5'x12'	 12	
3	 Pieces of wood of 2'x4'x18'	 60	  		
4	 Plank of wood of 2'x10'x12'	 36	 825.00	
5	 Plank of wood of 2'x10'x10'	 24	 500.00	
6	 Labor		 15,000.00				

 		
7	 TOTAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE COMUNITY	 21,325.00	
8	 ADDITIONAL: Meals and loading of the builders and platelet
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The-terrain-available-PACAYAL

Indigenous-student-PACAYAL

A-thank-you-from-the-
community-of-La-Giralda-to-the-
donors-of-DLS!. LA GIRALDA

The-school-principal-sends-her-
thank-you-to-De-La-Selva-and-
clients,-and-PAVA. LA GIRALDA


