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Dear Friends,
Thanks to your continuous devotion to

the betterment of Guatemala’s education, we
have now opened our second school in the
highlands of Guatemala!

When those of us at De La Selva arrived
to the new school inauguration, we saw a
great difference in the kids’ faces! Not only
were they smiling and playing on the new
school’s grounds, but also they were friendly
and bold enough to come say hello and ask
us our names. What a change!

Upon our first visit to the school, the
children were timid and reluctant to even look
at us. This is due to the remoteness of where
they live, which is 18 km off the Interamerican
highway that passes through Tecpán.  The
school itself is found at 2,300 meters up
from sealevel.

Between donations from De La Selva and
two of our clients (in the USA and England),
and our social parter PAVA, we were able to
open a 5-room school in the area called El
Mirador Tewjuyú, which we previously wrote
about in July 2006.

The inauguration consisted of a
presentation of appreciation to both PAVA
and De La Selva from several student
representatives. The Guatemalan national
anthem was sung, a pledge to the flag was
spoken, and short, motivational speeches were
given by Crystal Shafiabady (DLS), Maynor
Perez (DLS), and Virginia Hurtado (PAVA).

We were of course especially glad to see that
the children were very happy to use their
school! They began classes on 24 January,
2007, the day following the inauguration. The
school is composed of 4 large classrooms and
one small room that will either be used for
storage or for cooking the children’s snack
and drink. The students also benefit from a
donation of desks by the Association Agua
Escondida, from another part of their county.

The previous building, made of lamina,
will be used as a large storage building for
the school and its community. The new school
will most likely be used for further education
and community events when the kids are not
in classes (anytime after 12 o’clock noon!).

In total, we visited this community 3
times, and each time we arrived, we saw a
great energy and positive atmosphere among
the leaders of the community. We believe that
this community will prosper and continue to
search for a way to overcome obstacles!

El Mirador's finished school
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A group of students happily
gather for a picture.

“Give it your all and make
things happen so that you

don’t lose this great
opportunity you have been

given to go forward!”
Maynor Perez

Purchasing Coordinator, De La Selva
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Virginia Hurtado, PAVA and Crystal Shafiabady,
De La Selva, reveal the school's official plaque.

The first block set, by De La Selva, PAVA,
and the El Mirador mayor.

Alfredo Hernández, De La Selva,
cuts the ribbon of the new
school´s first room.

Provisional school built one year previous
by El Mirador's volunteer builders.

MiradorTewjuyu
El
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As promised, we have given
the word to PAVA to go ahead
with building two more
rooms at the first school we
constructed, La Giralda,
which currently has two
makeshift rooms placed on
the side of the cement school,
as seen here to the right.

Inscription to the school
has increased to 188 from
130, causing a great amount
of overcrowding in the
classrooms. In 2007, 90 more
students are expected to begin
classes at La Giralda!

With these two new
rooms, the students will have
sunlight and a clean

atmosphere, but there will still be a need for
further construction.  As the school’s population
increases, the need for desks is also still
noticeable. Most children share a long wooden
plank and use cinder blocks as their chairs, as
seen above.

We are excited to be able to offer these two
extra rooms to La Giralda! Our donation covers
the cost of materials, PAVA (our social

responsibility partner) takes
care of the supervision of
cons t ruc t ion ,  and  La
Giralda’s teaching staff
(seen below) works together
with the community itself to
define who will volunteer
t h e i r  t i m e  t o  t h e
development of the school.
Look forward to further
updates will be sent once the
rooms are constructed.

Further developments for La Giralda
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A special dance of happiness for the new school
about to be built.

Would you contribute for a greeting card?

This year in 2007 we have developed
a new social responsibility plan! Our new
greeting cards are made from the Güipil
(hand-stitched shirt worn by all women in
Guatemala who have indigenous roots). This
worn textile is used for several years, while
the woman begins to stitch a new one.

Because of the intricate work involved,
the new shirt may take up to a year to create!
Each design is unique and has ties to the
ancient Mayan symbols used when the
civilization flourished in Central America.
For instance, the neckhole in the center of
the shirt always has a pyramidal feature to
it, which to the Mayans was a symbol of the
ascent to heaven or descent to hell.

With these cards, we hope to gain
stronger support for our social commitment!
For the purchase of one greeting card, De
La Selva will put aside 10% of the FOB

price. The accumulated amount will go
towards any and all future social projects.

Let us know if you need corporate
greeting cards! We will be glad to place your
logo on the back of the card. We look forward
to hearing from you. Please write to
crystal@delaselva.com for more information.

Will you help? In 2007, we have finished the
construction of El Mirador Tewjuyu’s
new school. We will be finishing the
addition of 2 rooms at La Giralda.

Where else can we help? We would
like to hear from you – our ideas are
to look for another community that
needs a school, and to return to our
two now-constructed schools to see
what other materials we can offer!
These could be things like desks,
books, shelving, etc.

To  become a  pa r t  o f  our
growing  Soc ia l  Commitment
pro jec t ,  p lease  write to us at
socialproject@delaselva.com. Also,
please be sure to check up on our
p r o j e c t s  d i r e c t l y  a t
www.delaselva.com/social.htm. We
look forward to hearing from you!
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